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January 14, 1991
UM OFFERS SPRING-BREAK COURSE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
MISSOULA —
Students will have the opportunity to earn academic credit while 
swimming in tropical waters this spring when The University of 
Montana offers a course on the biology and geology of coral reefs off 
the coast of Belize, Central America.
UM geology Professor George Stanley, a reef geologist and coral 
specialist, will lead 19 participants in exploration of the 176-mile 
Belize Barrier Reef during spring break March 22 through April 2.
And Stanley will bring a touch of the tropics to Missoula Monday,
Jan. 21, in a lecture and slide show about the barrier reef. The 
free public lecture will begin at 7:30 p.m. in UM's Harold C. Urey 
Lecture Hall.
The Belize Barrier Reef is the largest barrier reef in the 
Western Hemisphere. Belize is also a prime site for study and 
exploration because it is peaceful, remaining untroubled by the 
political tensions that plague many Central American countries, 
Stanley said. English is spoken throughout Belize, and Americans are 
welcome, he said.
Students can earn five credits in Geology 490 through the UM 
-Center for Continuing Education and Summer Programs for a -$200 
registration fee. Travel costs of approximately $1,400 per person
more
Belize? 2
include round-trip airfare, room and meals, and organized reef 
excursions. A $450 deposit is required by Feb. 1.
Students will snorkel or scuba dive with tropical fish in 
Caribbean waters, learning about colorful coral reef communities. 
Participants will stay on a 14-acre island located 20 miles offshore 
on the barrier reef, but will have an opportunity to visit the lush 
tropical rain forest of the mainland.
Before embarking on the trip, students must have had a basic 
course in biology or geology, and a passport is required for entry to 
Belize. Scuba diving is not required, but scuba tanks are available 
on the island. The course requires pre- and post-trip meetings on 
the UM campus and a post-trip project report.
For more information on the Belize course, call Stanley at 243- 
5693 or 243-2341. For information on registration and course 
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